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sired to see her only son. But public opinion of both friends and foes was so strong against his making the visit that it was never made. Indeed, in order that his motives for contemplating this visit might be publicly known, he published a letter in the Freeman's Journal in which he plainly stated what may be called his " position " in these difficult circumstances, as follows: "In the year 1776 I left all for the sake of those principles which have justified and supported the revolution. This sacrifice was made without hesitation or regret, but it gave me real concern to leave an aged parent at the mercy of the enemy. It is true, I was for some time honored by my countrymen beyond my desert and beyond my ambition. When our prospects were very gloomy, I was deeply engaged in public business of an intricate nature, and placed in a variety of arduous and critical situations. I have thought much, labored much, suffered much. In return I have been censured, reproached, slandered, goaded by abuse, blackened by calumny, and oppressed by public opinion. I have declined many pressing solicitations to visit my mother within the enemyfs lines. But when a violent disease en* dangered her life, and I learnt of her anxiety to see me before her eyes were closed forever, I promised to go. The necessary passport of the British general was obtained, but not the permission of the President and Council of the State of Pennsylvania. But since my intentions are disagreeable to you, I will persist no longer. Having1, already devoted the better part of my life to your service, I will now sacrifice my feelings to your inclinations." After an absence of seven years, and only when peace was concluded, did Morris return to his mother, and his home. He reached Morrisaniain time to help his mother prepare her claim of the estate for damages done thereto by the British army. Besides the large number of ;  We run a haxartl  iu unc path Iead, before a large audience of in- movement in. Paris. Guard marching under Morris's windows. Monciel asks his advice in this crisis. The deputation from the faubourgs fill the Chateau and insult the queen. Morris goes to Court. The king receives a part of the militia. Lafayette arrives at Paris. Addresses the Assembly. The queen polite to Morris,....... . 529                   current of opinion against dropping the king's titles, Sire and Ma-
